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FOREWORD 


HE life and task of the Church around the world sends us on a 
T search for Lutheran missionary activities. Where have mission- 
aries of the Lutheran Church gone in obedience to our Lord’s command? 
What churches or missionary bodies sent them? What have they accom- 
plished in the building of the Church? This book is presented as an 
attempt to reply to these questions by giving a view of Lutheran mis- 
sionary enterprise around the world. 


Inquiries sent to various mission societies and church boards have 
not all been answered. Requests for pictures have not met with response 
in all cases. There will be deficiencies in the facts, figures, and pictures 
in these pages, but we believe the book will accomplish its main purpose, 
which is to show our Lutheran people in America how widely the Lutheran 
Church has gone into all the world to share the Gospel with God's people 
everywhere. Tables of statistics offer material for study and comparison. 
For instance, what are six and a half million Lutherans in North America 
doing for home needs and for world evangelism? 
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Galla Christfans of Ethiopia waiting to talk with 


German missionaries, Ethiopian assistants, and congregation after church on 
their catechist — Hermannsburg Mission 





UTHERAN missionary work in Ethiopia is a revealing story. Swedish Lutherans were among 

the first missionaries in Ethiopia. When Emperor Haile Selassie I visited Sweden in 1926, 

he said: “The chief reason for my visit is my love for Sweden. Swedish missionaries have per- 

formed in my country a great and blessed work. They have founded schools and hospitals; they 

speak our language; they, of all missionaries, have best known how to win the affection and 
trust of my people.” 

Today about half the Protestant 
missionaries in Ethiopia are Lutherans. 
They represent: The Swedish National 
Mission Society, the Church of Sweden 
Mission, the Hermannsburg Society of 
Germany, the Norwegian Lutheran Mis- 
sion, and the Danish Ethiopian Mission. 


People of the Galla tribe in Ethiopia 
ready to enter their self-made church 
— Hermannsburg Mission 
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Three thousand treated annually at this They are in training as medical assista 


Danish mission dispensary 


in Bumbuli Hospital — Bethel Mission | 
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@ HRISTIAN work in Tanganyika was conducted by a number of mission soci- 

eties in Europe so that Lutherans are found in a variety of places. The 
two world wars disturbed the work seriously, but it is a noteworthy fact that 
during the second war, when most of the missionaries were interned, the baptized 
membership of the church was increased by about 50,000. 

After the war, the National Lutheran Council, through its interest in 
orphaned missions, was helpful in restoring the Lutheran work in Tanganyika. 
By a combination of activities on the part of Swedish missions, the Augustana 
Lutheran Church (in America), and the National Lutheran Council, mission- 
aries were recruited, funds were contributed, and a new era of evangelical 
advance inaugurated. Recently, a few German missionaries have been per- 
mitted again to enter the country. 

Missions at work in Tanganyika today are: The Augustana Lutheran 
Church, the Swedish National Mission Society, the Church of Sweden Mission, 
the Norwegian Lutheran Mission Society, the Danish Mission Society, the Fin- 
nish Mission Society, the Leipzig Mission, the Berlin Mission, the Bethel Mission. 
Six indigenous Lutheran churches have been established and all of these work 
in cooperation through the Federation of Lutheran Churches in Tanganyika. 
The number of Lutheran Christians is reported to be 170,000. 

The Augustana Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, Minn., has published a 
small map of Tanganyika which indicates the locations at which the various 
missionary agencies established their Christian work. Brief descriptions of 
each section are very revealing. 








‘FOREIGN MISSION’’ CHURCHES NOW 
IN LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 


United Evangelical Lutheran Church Argentina 


Evangelical Lutheran Church Br. Guiana 
Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church India 
Andhra Lutheran Church, South India 
Ebenezer Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(Santal) India 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the 

Central Provinces India 
Gossner Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Chotanagpur and Assam India 
Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church India 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church India 
Batak Christian Protestant Church Indonesia 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Japan 


HE Norwegian Missionary Society, 
working among the Zulu people in 
South Africa since 1844, extended its work 
over into Madagascar in 1866. Norwegian 
immigrants to America kept up their inter- 
est in the Norwegian Missionary Society 
and thus, what is now the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (in America) received 
part of Madagascar as its own mission field. 
This assignment was later shared with the 
Lutheran Free Church (of Norwegian ori- 
gin). The indigenous church, called the 
Malagassy Synod, began to take form in 
1927 and was definitely established in 
1950. Baptized Christians in the Mala- 
gassy Church today number 177,000. 

The most important cooperative proj- 
ect of the three supporting groups is the 
seminary in Fianarantsoa. 


Historic meeting — 1950. The first general synod of the indigenous 
Malagassy Lutheran Church at Fianarantsoa 








Nurse in hospital at Mnen 
Rhodesia — Church of Swede 
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N West Africa, the following territories are occupied 

by Lutheran mission groups: Nigeria (the Danish 
Sudan Mission, the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church); French Equa- 
torial Africa (the Norwegian Mission Society and the 
Church of Sweden Brethren); the French Camerouns 
(the Swedish Mission, the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
and Lutheran Brethren). The Ewe Church (Gold Coast) 
is Lutheran fruit of the Bremen Society. In the Republic 
of Liberia, The United Lutheran Church in America in 
1860 started a mission which was organized in 1948 as 
the Lutheran Church in Liberia. Today —2,000 members. 
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Outdoor class in Swedish mission school at Maen ‘ - Sunday School teqcher itd 
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lL UTHERAN work in South Africa was begun in 

1834 by the Berlin Mission Society which 
opened its activities in Orange Free State. There 
followed the Norwegian Mission in 1844 in Zulu- 
land, the Hermannsburg Mission in Natal and 
Transvaal in 1854, the Church of Sweden Mission 
in 1878 in Natal, the Norwegian Lutheran Church 
(America) in Natal, and the Hannover Evangeli- 
cal Free Church in Natal in 1892. Today—500,000 
Lutherans. 

In Southwest Africa and Angola the Finnish 
Mission Society began work in 1870. The Rhenish 
Mission was in Southwest Africa from 1839. 

In Southern Rhodesia, the Church of Sweden 
Mission has a well established mission enterprise. 

Efforts toward Lutheran cooperation in South 
Africa, delayed by two wars, are now coming to 
fruitage in a Lutheran Council for this region. 





African clergyman in the Finnish 
Mission Field in Southwest Africa 


Pastors, evangelists, and church elders during an open air service 
at Krugersdorf, South Africa 








Tribesmen in “full dress 


ready to give exhibition of war dance 








LUTHERANS AROUND THE WORLD 
Churches of the Lutheran World Federation 


Members 

Germany. 44 tons Use Ceke Fey lol a2 veo 
Northern Europe. . ae eee 79.09 OS 
Western Europe and Italy gh, eo ane 418,500 
EasterniEurope# <a Pat a) ey ae 1,534,766 
The Americas. . . : SN a: 4,916,470 
The Younger Churches And Australia a ges 1eLe7e243 

Total T.5 bee tee wo Mi ee a 522 S186 5 
Churches Not of the Lutheran World Federation 
Germany a ae oe) eee eb ae eh eee ae ee OOF 2 
Elsewhere in Europe... re yet Lar 2,876,446 
Australia, New Zealand, Ree Werican ; 249,959 
The Ainerteasis, vow cob an ee 2s ei ee 2,407,665 
Totahe. bk) ME FNP Ree Rey’, 


Grand roreltuaterens er the World 71,054,627 


Proud hunter carries zebra skin to market 


After service at Johannesburg, South Africa 






THE HEAR EAST 





PALESTINE 


LARGE work was gradually developed in 

Palestine beginning as a result of the 
humanitarian interest of German missionaries 
in the needs of Arab children. Before the war, 
these various activities were administered: 
the Syrian Orphanage at Jerusalem and Naza- 
reth (trade school and agricultural training) ; 
Kaiserswerth. Deaconess projects (hospital, 
polyclinic, orphanage for girls, training school 
for teachers); evangelical congregations and 
schools for boys and girls in several cities; 
the Carmel Mission (schools, hospital, poly- 
clinic). Much of this work has been re-estab- 
lished by the efforts of the Lutheran World 
Federation under the leadership of the Rev. 
Dr. Edwin Moll. In addition to this, an im- 
mense amount of relief in food, clothing, a ce ; 2 
medicines, and hospital care is being supplied inthe proarim cf sha Lathoren Charchintalecine 
among some of the 800,000 Arab refugees ee. 
who fled their homes when the Republic of 
Israeli was established. A baptized member- 
ship of 1037 is recorded among the Lutheran 
congregations in this area. 


ARABIA 


N Arabia, the Danish Mission Society 
began work in the city of Aden in 1904 
and has extended it to adjacent regions. Sun- 
day schools are attended by both children and 
adults. A girls school has an enrollment of 
100, and a smaller industrial school reports 
20 pupils. Medical work is conducted by three 
nurses. The total number of Danish mission- 
aries is ten—two married couples and six 
single women. 


One of the many homeless — thankful for food, clothing, and 
shelter, but longing for a return to normal life 
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When a doctor was desperately 
needed for Indonesian Christians, 
the L.W.F. sent a Tamil 

Lutheran physician from India, 
Dr. D. R. Williams 
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Batak Church headquarters — Indonesia 





INDONESIA 


+ HE Batak Christian Protestant Church, which came into existence in 1930, had its origin 
Win the work of the Rhenish Mission Society of Germany whose outstanding missionary 
was . Ludwig Nommensen. He came to the Dutch East Indies in 1861 and performed a heroic 
evangelistic work among the Batak people. This strong, young church has come through the trials 
of Japanese invasion and through Indonesia’s struggle for independence from the Netherlands to 
a sturdy self-respect which has won it the admiration of the world. It numbers 600,000 
Christians. Missionaries achieved success by adapting tribal characteristics in organizing the 
work, by combining “teacher-preacher” functions in the pastors and by stressing lay evangelism. 





Lutheran leaders from Malaya, 
Indonesia, India, and Hong 
Kong at a conference to dis- 
cuss Lutheran work for Chinese 
in Malaya. The Rt. Rev. Jo- 
hannes Sandegren of the 
Church of Sweden, Bishop of 
Tranquebar, in center. At his 
left, Dr. Peng Fu, president in 
exile of the Lutheran Church 
of China. Fourth from right is 
Dr. John Gronli, of Evangelical 
Lutheran Church (America). At 
Dr. Gronli’s left is the Rev. K. 
Sitompul, Secretary of Batak 
Church, At far left is the Rev. 
Russell E. Nelson of Hong Kong, 


representing Lutheran World 
Federation. 





Andhra Christian Colleg 





Twenty-one baptized on a Sunday morning in Tirsmalakuppa 
South Andhra Church : : 


Baptism in the 
Andhra country 





T HE first missionaries to India were Lutherans, Ziegenbalg and Pluetschau who went to India 
“in 1706. Today, the Federation of Lutheran Churches in India counts a combined baptized 
membership of almost 600,000, distributed among ten constituent churches and missions which 
are here listed, together with the mission or church by which the work was started and fostered: 


Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church (The United Lutheran Church in America ) 

Andhra Lutheran Church, South (Hermannsburg Mission and American Lutheran Church ) 

Arcot Lutheran Church (Danish Mission Society ) 

Central Provinces Lutheran Church (Swedish Church Mission ) 

Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Santal (Norwegian and Danish Missions, and related groups in America) 
East Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church (Danish Mission ) 

Gossner Lutheran Church (Berlin Mission Society ) 

Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church (Schleswig Holstein Mission ) 

Sirhadi Lutheran Church (Danish Pathan Mission—in Pakistan ) 

Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church (Leipzig and Swedish Missions ) 








Indian nurse at Tirupputtur, South India — 
Church of Sweden Mission 


rth in Danish Pathan Mission, 





Village 


Church at Pollachi, South India — Church of Sweden Mission 
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The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has a strong mission in 
South India west of Madras, begun in 1900. It now has a baptized 
membership of 24,000. The World Mission Prayer League also has 
some work in India. 


LUTHERANS IN INDIA 


Members 

Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Church. . . 239,887 
Andhra Lutheran Church, South . . . . 12,000 
Arcot Luineran’Churcha 4.) 2 ee 8,736 
Central Provinces Lutheran Church. . . . 3,503 
Ebenezer Lutheran Church, Santal . . . 28,848 
East Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church . 278 
Gossner Lutheran Church . . . . . . 186,447 
Jeypore Evangelical Lutheran Church. . . 32,211 
Sirhadi Lutheran Church . . . . . . 225 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church . . . 49,488 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. . . . 24,000 
TOE wy oboe ae ee” OS OOS 


The late Miss Kushum Sokey — 
able, friendly, faithful — 
studied in U.S.A.; served 

in Gossner Church 





THE PHILIPPINES 


rN} oT until 1940 did any Lutheran group 
‘J enter upon missionary work in the Phil- 
ippines. It was the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod which opened activities in northern 
Luzon, in Manila, and on both ends of the 
island of Mindanao, at Cagayan in the north, 
and at Davao in the south. Norwegian mission- 
aries began activities in Luzon after the war, 
but did not continue. 


AUSTRALIA 


HE Hermannsburg Mission sent missionaries in 1875 to 
central Australia. In spite of difficulties with climate 
and drought, the work has survived, but has never developed 
into a large project. A missionary on the way to New Guinea 
in 1886, delayed at Cooktown in North Queensland, began 
mission work in that area. The government encouraged him. 
Other missionaries came. The work continues, but like that 
in central Australia, is a small project. 
Important among Lutherans around the world is the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia which 
administered the New Guinea missions in both world wars. 


\ School children of aboriginal Australian parents 





Rev. John Kuder baptizes 
child at Ogelbeng, New Guinea 





Ss NEW GUINEA 


_ EW GUINEA is the second largest island in the world. In 1866 John Flierl, a missionary of 
“ the Neuendettelsau Mission Society (Bavaria), settled in Simbang. The following year, the 
Rhona Mission Society began work at Finchhafen, 165 miles to the northwest. Considerable 
progress was made, but two world wars caused serious impairments. American and Australian 
Lutherans helped these projects in their need. After the first war, the Rhenish Society turned over 
its work (1920) to the American Lutheran Church with headquarters at Madang, while the Neu- 
endettelsau Mission continued at Finchhafen, but became one of the orphaned missions as a result 
of the second world war. The whole work has now been combined under the name of “Lutheran 
Mission New Guinea,” the church has been organized, and the three constituent bodies continue 
to supply their shares of the budget and personnel. They are: The American Lutheran Church, 
the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Australia, and the Neuendettelsau Mission. Baptized 
Christians number 110,000. The work in New Guinea has been marked, since 1945, by vigorous 
strides in recruitment, in rehabilitation from the war, arid in pioneer activities among backward 
tribes. The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod began work in 1948. 
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and students at Hong Kong Lutheran Bible Ins 
a combined Lutheran project 


Augustana Lutherans minister to Hakkas at Hong Kong 


(\V,)} ANY Lutheran groups were well es- 

tablished in China, but with the 
Communists in control, we can only be- 
lieve that Christians are still witnessing 
to their faith and that in some places they 
are continuing to have church services. 
Missions with Lutheran constituency, ac- 
tive in China were: 


Basel Mission, Berlin Mission Society, 
Christian Mission to Buddhists, Finnish Mis- 
sion Society, Hildesheim Mission to the Blind, 
Liebenzeller Mission, 


Manchuria Danish Mission, Norwegian 
Lutheran China Mission Association, Nor- 
wegian Mission Society, Norwegian Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Free Church, Rhenish Society, 


Schleswig Holstein Mission Society, Vans- 
burger Mission, Augustana Lutheran Church, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lutheran 
Brethren, Lutheran Free Church, United Lu- 
theran Church in America. 


Practically all these groups are today 
at work in Hong Kong and Formosa. The 
Augustana Church has started work 
among Chinese in Borneo. The United 
Lutheran Church is sending missionaries, 
formerly in China, and Chinese evange- 
lists to a new work in Malaya. 


In Formosa — children come to school with their mothers 
who are learning to read 


OR many years, Lutheran mission 
work in Japan was confined to the 
efforts of what is now The United Lu- 
theran Church in America which enjoyed 
cooperation with the United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, and later, the Finnish 
Missionary Society. Since the war, how- 
ever, numerous other Lutheran groups 
have entered upon Christian work in 
Japan so that today the following are 
represented: 
Augustana Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Finnish Missionary Society (Finland) 
Lutheran Brethren 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Lutheran Free Church 
Norwegian Lutheran Mission 
Norwegian Lutheran Free Church 
Norwegian Missionary Society 
Suomi Mission (U.S.A. ) 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
United Lutheran Church in America 
Lutheran churches and missions in 
Japan today have formed a free confer- 
ence and the hope is expressed that they 
may all become one single Lutheran 


Church in Japan. 


Dr. Winther — United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Student Center of Japan Lutheran Church is dedicated | 


in Tokyo — United Lutheran Church 
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Augustana Mission — children are learning a song 


Young :people’s group with pastor in Colombia 


Evangelistic street meetings are held by Missi 
in Argentina — United Lutheran Church 





HE National Lutheran Council’s Division of Cooperation in Latin America has become an 
important element in the development of the Lutheran Church in South America. Signifi- 

cant efforts have been launched to overcome the foreign language church situation and to 
develop an indigenous Lutheran Church, speaking the Spanish language in the Latin American 
republics, except in Brazil where the language is Portuguese. Countries in which the Division 
has given its services are Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Brazil, Uruguay, Argentina. 

Many Lutheran people from Europe settled in Brazil, Chile, Argentina, and other states 
during the last century. Synods were organized and close connections were maintained with the 
home churches in Europe. Cut off from the home church during the war, the Lutherans in South 
America developed a new spirit of self support, and took steps to raise up pastors from among 
themselves. Present day ministry to 750,000 Lutherans in this southern continent reached a high 
point in September, 1951, when, for the first time, representatives of the Lutheran churches in 
South America met at Curitiba, Brazil, to plan for closer cooperation. 

In Argentina, the mission which the ULCA fostered since 1920 was organized in 1948 
into the United Evangelical Lutheran Church. Besides this, the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
has work in Bolivia; the World Mission Prayer League, in Mexico, Ecuador, and Bolivia; the 
American Lutheran Church, in Mexico; the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, in Brazil, Argen- 
tina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru, Venezuela, Panama, Guatemala, Mexico. 
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Transfiguration Church, at Rio Piedras, has program for university s 
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Puerto Rico, ndies. Church visitation ‘group, as 
| by Lut n from Virgin Islands 





if HE Lutheran Church in Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, as well as in Alaska and Hawaii, 
has been under the care of the Board of American Missions of ULCA. The Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society contributes funds and personnel. The Caribbean Synod was organized in 1952 


with approximately 7,000 members. The Evangelical Lutheran Church supports work in Alaska 
through its women’s auxiliary group. 


BRITISH GUIANA 


I HE first Lutheran missionary to South America was an Austrian who began work in what 

is now British Guiana in 1668. Ebenezer Lutheran Church, built in 1743, stands today 

in New Amsterdam, a reminder of Christian witness through two centuries. Through the mission 
work of ULCA after 1918, the Lutheran Church in British Guiana was organized in 1943. 


LUTHERAN CHURCH BODIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA 
Baptized Total Baptized Total 
Membership Expenses Membership Expenses 
1. United Lutheran Church. . . 2,044,188 $ 57,838,263 11. Danish Evangelical 
2 Lutheran Church— Lutheran Church ...... 19,912 426,256 
Missouri Synod... .... 1,786,196 66,431,204 12 Negro Missions . . . ae votes 59,305 
3 Evangelical Lutheran Church 872,813 30,154,098 £2 @ Fipnisha Apostolic: Catschiye 6, = 
2 h Church 62.196 25 821.697 14 Norwegian Synod ..... 10,663 276,001 
4 American Lutheran urch . = 762, ' ; 15 MeNGtiondl’ Evanuelicel 
5 Augustana Lutheran Church 470,851 16,819,608 lutheran Chorehee ae 7,845 152,110 
6 Joint Synod of Wisconsin. . 311,477 ao 16 Lutheran Brethren ..... 3,500 23 
7 Lutheran Free Church... . 59,860 1,872,986 17 Eielsen Synod ....... 1,530 24,000 
8 United Evangelical 18 Independent Congregations. 1,465 31,425 
Lutheran Church... ... 49,241 1,884,698 Total—United States . . 6,295,296 $199,572,318 
9 Suomi Lutheran Synod. . . 29,753 662,727 Total—Canada ....... 181,305 3,566,949 
10 Slovak Lutheran Church . . 20,808 684,889 GRANDS TOTAL ea ne 6,476,601 $203,139,267 


FOREIGN MISSIONS CONDUCTED BY LUTHERAN CHURCH BODIES OF NORTH AMERICA 


Baptized Home Board 
CHURCH OR SOCIETY FIELD Missionaries Members Budget 
American Lutheran Church India, New Guinea 196 121,303 $ 399,701.00 
Augustana Lutheran Church Tanganyika, Formosa, Hong Kong, India, 
Japan, South America 166 120,162 422,500.00 
Evangelical Lutheran Church Natal, Fr. Cameroun, Hong Kong, Formosa, 
Colombia, Japan, Madagascar 230 35,696 489,404.00 
Lutheran Brethren Fr. Cameroun, Formosa, Japan 39 2,100 78,000.00 
Lutheran Free Church Hong Kong, Formosa, Japan, Madagascar 30 8,816 88,000.00 
Lutheran Orient Mission Iraq — 7,795.00 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Nigeria, Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Hong Kong, India, Japan, New Guinea, 
Philippines 256 118,177 814,840.57 
Santal Mission India 101 29,500 52,497.00 
Suomi Synod Japan 4 - 26,293.37 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church Nigeria, Colombia, Santal (India), Japan 16 2,000 43,000.00 
United Lutheran Church Liberia, Argentina, British Guiana, Hong Kong, 
India, Japan 220 260,252 1,162,678.00 
World Mission Prayer League Bolivia, Ecuador, India, Mexico, Pakistan 79 160 74,961.75 
TOTALS 1,337 698,166 $3,659,670.69 
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